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The Fifth Commit Ice met on September 2ist, 1921, to hear the report on the deportation of Greek & Armenian women and children in Asia Minor, a most painful question and one which, oven at the first meeting of the Assembly of the League of Nations, engaged the; attention of that august Assembly; the latter decided to establish a Commission of Enquiry, with headquarters at Constantinople, which would look for assistance in its works to the Supreme Inter-Allied Commission.
To this Commission the Council appointed Dr Kennedy and. Miss Emma Cushman for Constantinople, and Miss Jeppe for Aleppo. In the course of its labours, the Commission of Enquiry, untiring in its devotion, encountered unheard-of difficulties, which it surmounted as Far as was possible, with the aid of the Inter-Allied High Commissioners, particularly the British High Commissioner, who mentioned in his report the large number of 2,300 children rescued from the Mussulman institu​tions and houses in which they were hidden. According to the statement of the Greek Delegate, M. Dendramis, 300,000 Greek women and children have been deported and detained,
The Armenian patriarch has in his possession documents proving that 50% of the children at present: in Turkish orphanages are Armenian.
According to the proofs furnished by the Armenian Authorities, 6.000 of these children are in the same plight; innumerable women, mostly young, rudely torn from their hearths and homes, compelled to perform the most, degrading tasks, are shut up in harems, into which it is almost impossible to penetrate.
Children torn From the Christian faith are often forced by ill treatment to disown, even the little they remember of their past life.
Their birth certificates are forged, and their true names are thus replaced by Turkish names. The same applies to women.
It is almost impossible to get at them, as an entire people are an accomplice to this crime.
In the Turkish orphanages there are a great number of children who are said to be Kurds, but who, in reality, are all Armenians. Rapes, violence, fraud, the force of inertia, bad faith, all are employed by men who manifest a particularly odious form of fanaticism in carrying off women and children to captivity and degradation. Dr. Kennedy and Miss Cushman have shown in carrying out their [work a spirit of self-sacrifice beyond all praise.
At Aleppo Miss Jeppe labored in the same spirit. The means of action are limited, all efforts being paralyzed by the non-ratification of the Treaty of Sevres, and it is only by anticipating the rights and responsibilities conferred upon it by Arti​cles 142 and 144 of the Treaty of Sevres, that the League of Nations could support and multiply them and render them more effective.
The Neutral House, established at Constantinople, of which Dr Kennedy says that it has rendered, and might still render, great services, should, in order to be placed in a position to act as a clearing house for the children who are taken in and cared for there, become the house of the League of Nations and should receive from the League subsidies which would enable this kind of institution to play an immense role in the work of pity and rescue which the League of Nations is carrying out in connection with the children and women of martyred Armenia. The Neutral House would become; a model of its kind. There is no help that should not be wel​comed and enrolled in this holy work for the future: the help of the Armenian Patriarchate, of the Armenian-Greek Relief Section of the British High Commission, of the French religious orders in Syria; of the relief organizations in the near East, of the relief funds for Armenian refugees and of American Missionaries (officers, nurses, etc.).
But the whole of this noble enterprise lacks subsidies as well as means of action... It is subsidies that are most urgently required... A letter from Dr. Kennedy, dated August 20, 1921, gives a detailed statement of the probable cost to the League of Nations of maintaining the Neutral House, including the expenses for staff, food, upkeep, etc. The total cost would be £ 1,500 a year.
The case is urgent, the suffering acute — iniquity is unbounded and also unpunished; unbounded the grief which forms the gloomy background of the problem — great, is the appeal to a tribunal which no cry for justice can leave unmoved!
Having heard the reports of the Committee of Enquiry and the verbal expla​nations which Dr. Kennedy, who was present at the meeting, was requested, by the Chairman and the Committee to furnish and which gave a complete picture of the drama forming the subject of the Report, the Fifth Committee, moved by the description of the unbounded misery which crushes the women and children of Greece and Armenia, deeply affected ,moreover, by the observations made by the French delegate, M. Hanotaux, by the ardent appeal of Mademoiselle Forchhammer on behalf of Armenia, and by the brilliant speech of the Greek Delegate, M. Frangoulis, has formulated and subject to one reservation unanimously voted the Reso​lution herewith submitted to the Assembly.
the assembly resolves:

“I. That there, should be appointed in Constantinople a Commissioner of the League of Nations whose appointment should be officially notified to the Allied and Associated High Commissioners, to the representatives of the other interested countries and Members of the League, to the Turkish Government and to the ecclesiastical authorities of the deported populations, namely the Greek and Armenian Patriarchs;
“II. That the League request France, Great Britain and Italy to instruct their High Commissioners to constitute themselves as a Committee, whose duty it would be to concert action with a view to giving all possible assistance and powers to the League of Nations' Commissioner, for the carrying out of his duties ;
“III. That there should be established, under the Commissioner of the League, a mixed Board to deal with the reclamation of women and children. This Board would be composed of the present Members of the League of Nations   Commission   of   Enquiry,   with power to co-opt in particular cases a
---------------------------------

S. d. N. 1300, 9/21 I. J. G.
member of each interested nationality. This Board would look to the Allied Commissioners and to the co​operation of the Greek and Armenian Patriarchs for the necessary support in the carrying out of its decisions. The Committee emphasizes the desirability of encourag​ing the work of charity already being carried on in the different centers by various establishments;
“IV. That the Neutral House for the temporary reception and examination of women and children reclaimed from Turkish houses should be reorganized and placed under the direct management and supervision of the Commission of Enquiry;
“V. That further Neutral Houses may be opened in other centers as circum​stances permit.”
A.127. 1921.
Resolution
No.   8.                                                                     23rd September, 1921
SECOND ASSEMBLY OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS
Deportation of Women and Children in Turkey and the Neighboring Countries
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY AT ITS MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23rd 1921 (morning.)

(adopted on the report of the Fifth Committee)

THE, ASSEMBLY RESOLVES:

(1) That there shall be appointed in Constantinople a Commissioner of the League of Nations whose appointment shall be officially notified to the Allied and Associated High Commissioners, to the representatives of the other interested countries and Members of the League, to the Turkish Government and to the ecclesiastical authorities of the deported populations, namely the Greek and Armenian Patriarchs;
(2) That the League request France, Great Britain and Italy to instruct their High Commissioners to constitute themselves as a Committee, whose duty it will be to concert action with a view to giving all possible assistance and powers to the League of Nations' Commissioner, for the carrying out of his duties;
(3) That there shall be established, under the Commissioner of the League, a mixed Board to deal with the reclamation of women and children.  This Board shall be composed of (he present Members of the League of Nations Commission of Enquiry, with power to co-opt, in particular cases, a member of each interested nationality. This Board would look to the Allied Commissioners and to the co​operation o I" I he Greek and Armenian Patriarchs for the necessary support in the carrying out o [' its decisions.  The Assembly emphasizes the desirability of encouraging the work of charity already being carried on in the different centers by various establishments;
(4) That the Neutral House for the temporary reception and examination of women and children reclaimed from houses shall be reorganized and placed under the direct management and supervision of the Commission of Enquiry;
(5) That further Neutral Houses may be opened in other centers as circumstances permit.
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MEMORANDUM BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY WITH REGARD TO THE DEPORTATION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN.
LETTER FROM MISS E. D. CUSHMAN TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
DEPORTATION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN TURKEY AND NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES
MEMORANDUM BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
At a meeting of the Council on August 30th, a report on the work of the Commission appointed by the Council to enquire into the question of the depor​tation of women and children in Turkey and neighboring countries was pre​sented by M. da Cunha, Representative of Brazil. The following Resolution was passed: —
"That the Report of the Commission on the deportation of women and children in Turkey and neighboring countries be placed before the Assembly;
"That a Member of the Commission be invited to attend the meetings of the Assembly at which this question is discussed."
In accordance therefore with this Resolution, the Commission of enquiry has been invited to nominate one of its members to attend the meetings of the Assembly during the consideration of the Report which is now laid before the Assembly.
WORK OF THE COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY WITH REGARD TO THE DEPORTATION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN TURKEY AND ADJACENT COUNTRIES
Note by the Secretary-General:
The Council will remember that Madame Gaulis, who had been appointed to the Commission, has resigned, and that Miss Jeppe has been appointed. No Report from the Commission, as a whole, has been received but the following documents are forwarded for the consideration of the Council: —
1. Report by Dr. Kennedy, Member of the Commission ;
2. Letter from Miss Cushman, Member of the Commission ;
3. Table,   showing numbers of Armenian children reclaimed from and numbers still retained in Turkish homes.
Further papers dealing with this subject, received from the Members of the Commission, are at the Secretariat available for the use of the Members of the Council.
1.  INTERIM   REPORT.
The Commission of Inquiry has met with considerable difficulty in starting its work on an official and properly constituted basis.
Up to the present moment only two members nominated to the Commis​sion have been available in Constantinople, namely, Miss E. Cushman and Dr. W. A. Kennedy.
While waiting for definite instructions concerning the French member, who was unavoidably absent from Constantinople, these two members initiated the work of enquiry and the following report is intended to show the lines on which the Commission is attempting to proceed and the sources from which information may be available. It has been impossible to classify the details concerning the retention of Christian women and children by Moslems, but, examples of the evidence obtainable are given to show the kind of cases that have been, or are being, dealt with in the Constantinople area.
The Members of the Commission thought it wise to apply to their own I light Commissioners for the information obtained during the interval since the Armistice, and to request access to any available documents. The Commission also applied for information to the Patriarchates of the Greek and Armenian churches.
Considerable information and documentary evidence was found to be available from the following sources: —
1. The Armeno-Greek section of the British High Commission.
2. The Armenian Patriarchate.
3. The Near East Relief.
4.  Armenian Refugees Fund, of the Lord Mayor of London.
5.  American missionaries, officers, and other private persons.
6.   Interviews with Reclaimed Women and Children.
The British High Commissioner, Sir1 Horace Rumbold, has put at the disposal of the Commission all documents relating to the cases that have been dealt with by the British Authorities. These refer to the return to their own people of 2,300 women and children who have been taken after investigation from Moslem homes and institutions since the Armistice. These documents show that great care has been taken to avoid injustice to any of the parties concerned. It is also clear that very few claims have been made on behalf of alleged Christian women and children which have not been found on investigation, to be true. Of the total number reclaimed, many have been taken from Turkish orphanages in this area. Copies of these documents can be submitted to the Secretary-General of the League of .Nations.
In order to facilitate the course of the enquiry, the Armenian Patriarch placed all information and documents available in the hands of a representative who keeps in close touch with the Commission. These documents consist of official birth certificates, undoubtedly false, of Christian children, who make allegations that they are Moslem, official letters from Turkish officials in which untrue statements are made in regard to Christian children, and the nominal rolls of Turkish orphanages which have, been seized by the Allied police, in which the names of Christian children have been struck out and. Moslem names super-imposed. Photographs of the actual documents are in course of prepa​ration. The Armenian authorities estimate that nearly 50 % of the children in Turkish orphanages are Armenian, and say that there are 6,000 children still detained in Moslem surroundings in Constantinople. Experience, and the actual examination of the institutions, leads us to suppose that this estimate is roughly true, although it is probably somewhat exaggerated. An examination of the "nominal rolls of Turkish orphanages that have fallen into the hands of I he. Patriarchate shows that a large percentage of the names are Kurdish. This gives rise to the suspicion that the children, are not Kurds, but Armenians who were deported in large numbers through Kurdish territory. The inference is that, as there is no reason to suppose either that the Turkish authorities have a special interest in Kurdish children, or that any large number of Kurdish orphans have been so detached from the Kurds themselves, the children must he Armenians hidden under a false name and an obscure history.
It has not been .possible to examine the various orphanages in a systematic way, and the cases that have been dealt with have been the ones in which the facts of the case became known before steps were taken for the return of the child to its own people. Without proper authority and a more systematic means of examination of institutions than at present exists, no very satisfactory results can be obtained in reclaiming children from these institutions.
Children in private Moslem Houses


During the war, there existed a Turkish organization affiliated with the Red Crescent Society under the patronage of such leading Moslems as Talaat Pasha, Enver Pasha, Halideh Edib Hanum, and other prominent ladies and gentlemen. One of the activities of the Society was the distribution of children to Moslem homes. Some of these children have been reclaimed as Christians, and on examination of the papers which were numbered as they were placed in their new homes, it is estimated that over 2,000 children were dealt with in this way. The Armenian authorities believe that most of these children are Chris-Hans who were brought back from the regions east of Aleppo. There seems no doubt that children were brought back in the deportations in large numbers by the Turkish authorities, and as far as we have been able to learn, the only information as to their disposal on arrival here is that they were placed in local orphanages. Humid Bey, chief of the Refugees Commission during the war, bun said that no effort was made in this work to distinguish between a Moslem and a Christian child. No child, as far as we can learn, was ever placed in a Christian family.
The present, method of claiming a child is that: on receipt of information, often obtained in unexpected and devious ways, an official orders is issued through the Allied Police for the child to be brought for interrogation, etc., whose identity is usually easily established. The more obscure cases do nine up so frequently because of the difficulty of procuring sufficient information beforehand to justify the Allied authorities in issuing such orders.
Interviews


The Commission has examined many of the children who have been reclaimed. Several of these have themselves made it difficult for their own people to prove, that they are Christian. Children of all ages have been taught to say that they are. Moslem, and in many instances they have only betrayed their origin when put of their guard. The reason for their persistence in the state​ment that they were Moslems was, they admit, mainly their fear of the conse​quences if they repudiated their new name and religion. They had been threatened in many ways, and the older girls often state that, in such a case, they would be sent to houses of ill-fame. Others openly state that they received or were promised gills of various kinds to induce them to feel happy and remain Moslem. Some admit that they were happy and well treated. Some have actually for various reasons escaped to their Moslem homes, and have only after being again reclaimed remained satisfied. This is to be explained by the fact that they went from comfortable Turkish homes to Armenian institutions where no luxury exists or is possible.


The appearance and intelligence of most of the girls examined was about normal.
Observations


The work of the Commission has shown that up to the present time no systematic steps have been taken to ensure the return of Christian women and children to their own people. The British High Commission, working upon its own lines, is in the main responsible for practically all the rescues that have taken place. The Armeno-Greek Section of this Commission continues to deal with several cases each week, and is in immediate touch with the Christians religious and national authorities for this purpose, but there is no inter-Allied organization to arrange for the return of these cases. The work has therefore still to be done by the British authorities, and only when the cases are brought to their notice by parties concerned. In spite of the fact that there are believed to be thousands of women and children in this area detained in Moslem homes and institutions, there is, at present, no means by which these places can be thoroughly examined. It is impossible to attempt to carry out a thorough search without proper authority and effective means to deal both with the situation as a whole in this area, and with the particular cases as they occur.
The whole enquiry tended to emphasize the great need of immediate action. The Commission is convinced that there are hundreds of cases to be dealt with locally and, in the case of young children, the evidence of their origin is fast disappearing, and time adds to the difficulty of recognition and causes greater possibilities of mistakes and bitterness. Some recognized authority with exe​cutive powers is necessary to co-ordinate its own plans and be sufficiently strong to carry out its decisions without loss of time. The work would undoubtedly be considerably hindered in many minor ways without this authority.


Some regulation seems necessary to make it inexpedient and undesirable for a Moslem to retain a Christian under compulsion, or in the case of a child under any mental restraint through promise or threat. Most of the cases could be met by the application of the Turkish Penal Code - Articles 203, 204, 205, 206, but there is considerable difficulty in applying these in any toler​ably just way. The records of the British High Commission show that it is almost impossible to get a true statement of any case without an examination conducted by a foreigner (e. g., a British official) W7hen the parties concerned are not present.
Neutral House


This was an institution established by the Near East Relief to observer-claimed children. At first there were Moslem representatives, and its aim was to determine the nationality of doubtful cases. It soon became evident that claims made on behalf of alleged Christian children were usually substantiated; with the result that the Moslem representatives withdrew and it became a sort of transition institution where Armenian children were kept pending their assignment to another institution or to their relatives. This plan appears to be very desirable from some points of view, and if the Neutral Home could be made an inter-Allied Headquarters to deal with the whole subject, consi​derable progress might be made.

(Signed) W. A. KENNEDY
2. letter from miss e. d. cushman.
Istanbul,   July   16th,   1921.

Sir,
In submitting a report concerning the preliminary work of this Commission, one can only deal with the work that has been done, the work remaining to be done, and the difficulties which face us.

Dr. Kennedy has given in his report an outline of the work that has been accomplished by the British High Commissariat, and the claims made by the Armenian authorities for children still remaining in the hands of the Turks. While the number claimed is very big — 6,000 for Constantinople alone, and some 67, 0000 for Anatolia and the adjoining territories — yet I am inclined to think that it is true.

I do this partly because of the unique and very clever manner in which the Turks contrive to conceal the identity of these children. They try to bring about not so much a change of name and locality, but rather a complete change of mind in the child. These children, for a period of time extending from one week to three months, will deny strenuously that they are Christians. Some, indeed, will go so far as to revile the Christians as infidels, and declare that they are loyal Moslems, while at the same time their history is sufficiently doubtful to keep them under observation, and sooner or later proof will be forthcoming that they are, indeed, Christians.

A case of this kind has come under my observation in the past few days. The child, a boy of twelve years, was placed for treatment in an international eye hospital, an American institution. He was sent in with other boys from a Turkish orphanage. He came with a Turkish name and a history of Turkish parentage. For two months he had been in this institution, had mixed with children of various nationalities and no one suspected that he was not a Tur​kish child. Suddenly, he began to sing Armenian hymns, and to speak in Arme​nian, not fluently of course, but a few words. When asked where he learned the hymns and also to speak Armenian, he said, "I spoke that language when I was little, then I sang these hymns." He was asked what his name was at that time, and he readily gave an Armenian name. I may add that this condi​tion was not brought about by suggestion or persuasion, as no one had doubted that the child was of Turkish origin; a change of environment had brought about a mental change, and the child had discovered himself.

The reasons given by the children for their denial of nationality are varied. With the girls, experience has taught me that this attitude of mind is usually brought about by gifts of clothing, personal adornments, such as beads, cheap jewellery, etc.; with the boys, it seems to be largely produced by fear, threats, blows, etc., until the child really believes that he is being protected by the Turks from a much worse fate.

In 1919, in co-operation with the British, I succeeded in recovering a large number of children from the Turks. If we consider the difficulties of present conditions, the work was at that time comparatively easy. The Turks were frightened, and children were produced more readily — in fact, decent self-res​pecting Turks brought the children to us themselves.

While many older Armenian children were running away from the Turks on their own initiative, I found many, even then with this same distorted men​tality — in fact, quite often they ran away from us and wont back to their Turkish homes. This, I found, was usually the result of a surreptitious visit or communication from the Turkish family, who either brought or sent some tit-bits of food or a present of some kind.

At that time, we considered our task very difficult, but now with the fear of the Turks a thing of the past, with the addition of two more years to the time during which the children have been taken from their former parents, the work confronting the Commission is almost stupendous, and calls for the utmost care, tact and patience.

I remain,

Very respectfully yours,
(Signed) E. D. CUSHMAN. 
Secretary-General of the League of Nations, Geneva

       TOTAL NUMBER OF ARMENIAN ORPHANS RECLAIMED.
Unoccupied Areas ............................................................. 12,480
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Occupied Areas ......................................................... 11,339
Cyprus

Egypt           ............................................................................ 67,000
Armenia          
Georgia
                                                                                                  90,819  
                                                                                                                                    
APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF ARMENIAN ORPHANS STILL IN TURKISH INSTITUTIONS AND HOMES.
Unoccupied Areas........................................................... 60,750
Occupied Area ................................................................... 12,600


73,350
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DEPORTATION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN TURKEY AND NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES
Report by M. de Cunha, Representative of Brazil
Adopted by the Council on August 30th, 1921

The information received from the Members of the Commission appointed by the Council to enquire into the question of the deportation of women and children in Turkey and neighboring countries, seems to show that while a considerable number of Armenians – 90, 819 – have been reclaimed, an almost equally large number of Christian women and children remain in Turkish houses. There is still, therefore, a problem of great magnitude and importance with which the Commission has do deal. 

The reports make the need of immediate action clear, since the tracing of the origin of those who have been deported by the Turks becomes more difficult as time goes on. With this in view the Secretary General recently circulated a letter from Miss Cushman, a Member of the Commission, asking that it should be empowered to take more direct action in rescue work in Constantinople itself. At this proposal met with no objection on the part of the Members of the Council, the President instructed the Secretary-General to inform the Commission on that it was at liberty to take the action they proposed, provided it did not exceed the financial appropriation made to it under the Budget.

In their Reports, the Members of the Commission make various suggestions as to the continuance of extension of their work. In view of the fact that these suggestions are very tentative in character, and since their application might possible involve financial considerations requiring the decision of the Assembly, I propose to my colleagues that they should a Member of the Commission to come to Geneva for the meeting of the Assembly. This would be in accordance with the practice adopted by the Council in connection with other Committees which have appointed as a result, of the resolutions of the first Assembly.

I also propose that the Council should accept the Report of the Commission and should place it before the Assembly. I therefore propose the following Resolution: - 

1. That the Report of the Commission on the deportation of women and children in Turkey and neighboring countries be placed before Assembly;

2. That s member of the Commission be invited to attend the meetings of the Assembly Committee as which this question is discussed.    

�








PAGE  
1

